
 

 

 

School in Green and Sustainable Finance 

Lake Como School of Advanced Studies  

at Fondazione Alessandro Volta, Villa del Grumello, Como, Italy  

31st March -2nd April 2025 

Call for participation 

The School 

The creation of functioning markets for green and sustainable finance has become a priority for the 
European Union (EU), as evidenced by the actions included in the Horizon 2020 and COSME 
programmes, as well as for many governments across Europe. The landscape of green and sustainable 
finance has been constantly changing in recent years, with many new players entering the scene with 
different investment objectives and approaches. In addition to venture capitalists (VCs) and business 
angels (BAs), the development of online platforms has created new opportunities for entrepreneurs 
to raise seed capital and for non-professional investors to disintermediate their sustainable 
investments. The choice of appropriate financial instruments has become crucial for companies 
aiming to achieve the goals of decarbonization, energy efficiency, the promotion of the circular 
economy and the development of cheaper and healthier forms of private and public transport. 
Although several new green financing solutions have been established in different countries (e.g. 
green bonds, green banks, green credit guarantees, carbon taxation, community trust funds), 
alternative ways of financing companies that engage in transformative climate and innovation actions 
are needed to respond to the urgency of the climate crisis in this decade. 

The aim of the Green and Sustainable Finance school is to spread the knowledge on green and 
sustainable finance and promote cutting-edge international research on the topic, attracting PhD 
students across Europe and outside Europe from different economic fields (economics, finance, 
management of innovation, entrepreneurship, management, management engineering). It will provide 
students with insights into the complexities characterizing the various sources of financing for new 
ventures and innovative firms, with a focus on sustainability, environmental risks and green finance 
policy.  

The school will help to stimulate the debate among young scholars on the patterns and recent trends 
of green and sustainable finance, on methodological issues, on the unresolved questions, problems 
ahead and future perspectives. It will also help PhD students to set up new research directions and to 
identify key challenges for the future. 

The School will adopt a multidisciplinary approach with innovative teaching methods and will 
involve teachers and officials from European institutions of different nationalities and backgrounds. 

The school includes lectures and seminars on emerging research areas from green and sustainable 
finance scholars and paper development sessions, in which participants will discuss their research 
advancements in an interdisciplinary, international and stimulating setting. Ample informal 
mentoring and networking opportunities will be provided as well. 



Green and sustainable finance as fields of study require the combination of skills and know-how 
coming from different fields (i.e. finance, management, economics, management of innovation, 
policies evaluation). A combination of these competences is well reflected in the background of the 
scholars and officials from European institutions involved in the school. Scholars involved are experts 
that have a long-established scientific experience in the academic studies on green and sustainable 
finance. The strong technical and scientific preparation of the scholars and the broad set of methods 
that they master, as well as their capacity to understand the legal and policy framework at a deep level 
of comprehension, allows great flexibility in the management of teaching. Moreover, two of the 
organizers are founders of the Bureau of Entrepreneurial Finance (https://bef-research.com/) that 
gathers a team of scholars from Politecnico di Milano and Politecnico di Torino with the aim to 
advance and disseminate world-class scientific research on venture financing. BEF conducts cutting-
edge, interdisciplinary, rigorous and critical research on all aspects of entrepreneurial finance. BEF 
aims to have high impact not only on academic thought, but also on policy decision-making and 
business practice.  

The teaching activities will be strengthened by involving external experts with direct experience on 
the specific topics to be discussed. This mix will ensure an appropriate balance among sound 
theoretical and scientific foundations and capacity to focus on core policy issues. A significant effort 
will be devoted to involve practitioners (e.g. entrepreneurs searching for seed financing; managers of 
CF platforms and angel networks, VC senior partners etc..) and officials from European institutions, 
in order to diffuse knowledge and raise awareness of green and sustainable finance issues in a wide 
variety of contexts and business environments. The organizers of the School have direct connections 
with the academics, practitioners and officials from European institutions proposed: they are currently 
involved in joint projects, academic works or dissemination activities with the organizers of the 
School. 

The school will be hosted by the Lake Como School of Advanced Studies, from the 31th March to 
the 2nd of April, 2025 at Villa del Grumello, in lovely Como, Italy. 

Organizing Committee 
Prof. Annalisa Croce (Politecnico di Milano and BEF) 

Prof. Elisa Ughetto (Politecnico di Torino and BEF) 

Prof. Laura Toschi (Università degli Studi di Bologna) 

Period 
31 march-2 April 2025 

https://bef-research.com/
https://bef-research.com/
https://bef-research.com/


Program 

Monday  31 march 

14.00-14.30 Registration of participants 

14.30-15.00 Welcome from the Directors  

15.00-16.00 Lecture 1- Prof. Raphael Markellos 

16.00-16.30 Coffee Break  

16.30-18.00 Paper Development Session 1 

19.00 Welcome cocktail  

Tuesday  1 April 

9.00-9.30 Coffee break 

9.30-10.30 Lecture 2- Prof. Peter Wirtz 

10.30-12.30 Paper Development Session 2 

12.30-14.00 Lunch 

14.00-15.30 Paper Development Session 3 

15.30-16.00 Coffee Break  

16.00-18.00 Paper Development Session 4 

20:00 Social dinner 

Wednesday  2 April 

9.00-9.30 Coffee break 

9.30-10.30 Lecture 3- Prof. Mario Calderini 

10.30-12.00 Round table with practitioners (moderator: Prof. Giancarlo Giudici) 

12.30-14.00 Lunch 

The participants 
We expect around 20 participants, who will be PhD students and young researchers from different 
economic fields (economics, finance, entrepreneurship, management, management of innovation, 
management engineering) coming from all over the world. 

How to apply and admission criteria 
Applicants are invited to fill out the form on the School website https://gsfs.lakecomoschool.org (see 

https://gsfs.lakecomoschool.org/


“Application” section) and to submit: 

1. A 4-page extended abstract of their research project, thesis proposal or working paper, 
clearly specifying: a) state of the art of the literature on the topic; b) research questions and 
expected contribution of the work; c) methods and data used or foreseen; d) expected or 
preliminary results; 

2. An updated Curriculum Vitae specifying the candidate’s academic and research experience; 

All materials should be uploaded by the 17th of January, 2025. Applicants will be selected by the 
evaluation committee based on the quality and state of advancement of their research proposal, their 
curriculum vitae and the coherence of to their research to the School topics. 

Fees 
Students are responsible for their travel expenses and accomodation. Accommodation for early career 
delegates is available at Villa del Grumello-Como (Italy), venue of the School, at discounted price. 

There will be a conference fee of 350 €. The fee includes attendance to the School, material, welcome 
cocktail, coffee breaks, lunches and conference dinner. 

 

Notification and registration  
Selected candidates will be notified by the 31st of January, 2025 and will then proceed with the 
registration and fee payment through the School website specific section “Registration”. Registration 
fees will be Euro 350,00 (not including transports and accommodation). The deadline for Registration 
is the 28th of February 2025. 

Important deadlines  
• 17th January 2025    Deadline for application  

• 31st January 2025    Notification of acceptance 

• 28th February 2025    Deadline for registration 

Contact 
For enquiries about the venue of the school, travel, accommodation, and application procedure, 
please contact Alessandra Cazzaniga at Fondazione Alessandro Volta, Como. 

email: alessandra.cazzaniga@fondazionealessandrovolta.it 

For enquiries about the scientific aspects of the school, please contact Prof. Elisa Ughetto, Politecnico 
di Torino, Torino. 

Email: elisa.ughetto@polito.it 

Website: https://gsfs.lakecomoschool.org/ 
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